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	Australian activist believes court system hurts families

He is walking 800-plus miles around Wisconsin to raise awareness to what he calls an 'adversarial' stance toward divorced fathers

by CRAIG REBER


KIELER, Wis. - Peter Kerr flew 12,000 miles across the Pacific Ocean to walk 800-plus miles around Wisconsin.

He calls it a "walk to change a child's life." The Melbourne, Australia-native laced up a pair of New Balance-brand walking shoes on Monday, beginning his trek at O'Leary's Lake, just below Lock and Dam No. 11.

"I've been carbo-loading for 47 years," Kerr said. "It's a guarantee for being fit at the end. Once you work out the technical component, it's just putting one foot after another."

That end is projected for Aug. 31 in Superior.

"Sore knees, blisters and sunburned, but it's nothing compared to a father without his child," Kerr said.

Through his journey, Kerr intends to try to raise awareness for fathers and children and try to get fathers and those youngsters back together. His point - not all divorced dads are deadbeats.

Kerr married a Wisconsin woman in Wisconsin before the couple moved to Australia. The marriage broke up. The mother took custody of their daughter and moved her to Grafton, near Milwaukee. 

Kerr contends the court system is slanted against fathers. In his case, the court system made him a visitor in his daughter's life.

"She is my flesh and blood," he said. "I'll be damned if I'm going to live 12,000 miles from home and be a second-class parent."

Kerr emphasizes his trek isn't a "fathers' rights" issue.

"It's just something that kids and dads are good together, just like there's no doubt that kids and mums are good together," he said.

Kerr wonders why dads should be "visitors every second weekend" to their children.

"If you've got two parents who want to be involved in a child's life, let them," he said.

That includes a father who moves to his child's school district and becomes involved with the local community. Kerr recalled once having unlimited access to his daughter. 

"All of a sudden someone who has never seen my daughter comes along," he said. "They say you can only see her on the weekend. It's virtually a restraining order. Not only a restraining order on me from seeing my child but a restraining order on the child to see me."

Is that good, Kerr wonders? He cites a recent poll that found 72 percent of Americans believe that fatherlessness is the most significant family or social problem in the U.S.

"It's a huge issue that causes huge social ills. We've got too many teenage pregnancies, too many wayward youths in jail, too many teen suicides, too much school dropouts."

Kerr thinks the reason is because the teens haven't had fathers in their lives. Divorced dads who are good role models and seek involvement shouldn't be prevented from doing that. Unfortunately, the civil court often does. He calls the process adversarial - the court "by design" creates "unequal" parents.

"It's one person against the other," he said. "In family court, you are pitting a mother against a father. You are using mudslinging and gutter tactics to try and prove the other person is bad. If you are both fit, healthy people, you can't prove that you're a better parent because you already are a good parent." 
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