Kid custody inspires walkabout 
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FOOTVILLE-When the Proclaimers wailed about walking 500 miles, they didn't have Peter Kerr in mind.

But not only is Kerr outdoing them by 300 miles, his message is stronger: He's emphasizing the importance of fatherhood.

Kerr will walk 800 miles through all parts of Wisconsin this summer-from Madison to Superior to his stop in Janesville on Tuesday. Along the way, he praises the values of fatherhood and how it helps families.

Kerr blames the social ills of teenage pregnancy, drug and alcohol abuse, unprotected sex, and drinking and driving on a common denominator-parents who are not in their children's lives.
	
	


	


He wants to change that, so he strapped on his walking shoes and started touring Wisconsin on a journey that will last 43 nonconsecutive days and see him average 20 miles a day.

As Kerr strolls from town to town, many people voice support for him and his cause. Sitting in a diner, he can strike up a conversation with about anyone. Once he has told folks about his cause, the native of Australia said they generally respond, "Goodonya!"

The Aussie didn't intend to live in Wisconsin. He took his American wife back to Australia, where they started a family. When they divorced, his wife brought Kerr's daughter to Wisconsin, and he became an "every-other-weekend dad" who did not have equal custody, he said.

His desire for equal access to his daughter motivates Kerr, but the walk is much larger than him, he said. 
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Peter Kerr walks on West Spring Valley Road on Tuesday as part of his campaign for equal custody rights for fathers.
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He wants dads back in their children's lives.

"When dads and kids are good together, then the kids end up good, and we get a much better society for the next generation," he said.

Kerr also extols the importance of mothers and the special benefits they offer children.

Asked why he chose the walk to raise awareness, he cited his Australian roots.

"I'm Australian, and we always go walkabout when we need time and space to think for ourselves and decide if the values we have inside are good or whether they need altering slightly," Kerr said. "So far, the people I have spoken to, I'm on the right track."

Kerr has worn out shoes, and he sports a wicked tan-line from his sunglasses. He's having fun, but he'd much rather be with his daughter.

"I wish I didn't have to do this walk. I wish I was busy parenting my child. Although I'm enjoying this walk, it would give me much more joy to parent my own flesh and blood rather than wear five pairs of sneakers out."
