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Media Package

Walk For Children is a grassroots expedition to help children and their Father’s reconnect. The walk is an 800+ mile walk across Wisconsin.

Every day, newspapers, television and radio are headlined with problems that our children get into, some life shattering, and some life ending. You don’t have to scratch the surface too deeply to find, more often than not, Fathers have not been involved in the lives of these troubled children.

Taxpayers are expected to “foot the bill” for this perpetually increasing problem. This walk is to find out why so many children do not have Fathers as positive role models in their lives. This walk is to open discussion and debate on the devastating problem Fatherless ness causes our children and our society. This walk will ask the hard questions:

Why Children are suffering Fatherless ness?
Why Fathers are not seeing their children?
85% of all youths sitting in prisons grew up in a fatherless home

Fulton County Georgia jail populations, Texas Dept. Of Corrections, 1992

71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes
National Principals Assoc. Report on the State of High Schools
A recent poll found that 72% of Americans believe that fatherless ness is the most significant family or social problem facing America.
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The Walk For Children will start on June 19 at Sandy Hook on the South West corner of Wisconsin and finish on September 1 at Superior on the North West corner of Wisconsin.

Back in 1909, Mrs. Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington invented Father's Day. Her own father, Henry Jackson Smart, a Civil War veteran, raised six children after his wife died in childbirth. His daughter wanted a special day to honor the sacrifices he made raising six children alone and the sacrifices of all devoted dads. She selected June 19, her father's birthday, as the first Father's Day.

In a study of fathers' interaction with their children in intact two-parent families, nearly 90% of the fathers surveyed said that being a father is the most fulfilling role a man can have.

Yet 40% of the children of divorced parents haven't seen their dads in the past year. Fatherless children are "at a dramatically greater risk" of drug and alcohol abuse, says the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

It doesn't take a lot of modern sociological data for people to realize that involved Dads make an irreplaceable contribution to the lives of their kids. 

Support of the walk will occur through ground crew consisting of members of Wisconsin Fathers for Children and Families and The Big Red Bus
The converted school bus will be the mobile headquarters for the walk and will be a mobile billboard for major sponsor’s advertising. For more details on the walk, you can view the web site at www.walkforchildren.org For media enquires, please contact:

Peter Kerr
Communications Secretary

Milwaukee Fatherhood Collaborative
(877) 505-0323
pete@walkforchildren.org
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